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 Society aims currently targeted. (See also membership application form) 
(a)Education  
(b) Tourism 
(c) Community Service 
(d) Employment  
(e) Maritime Heritage Centre 
 
Précis of Society Achievements  

1 Seaworthy boats 
As listed on the National Small Boat register 
at the National Maritime Museum, Falmouth  

                                    (The numbers are the entries in the register) 
Piglette 12foot Firefly dinghy                                     R 938 
Bob    Seven foot Dinghy                                            R 939 
Quest 27 foot Flamborough Coble built 1927           R 940  

           General Picton, 18 ft Lightship lifeboat, built 1956             R 941 
Undine 18 foot Pembroke One design sailing boat built 1938         R 942 
                   RN Dinghy built Rosyth Dockyard 1961                      R 943 
 
                                       
There are several boats in the society’s yard awaiting restoration 
 

2 Research & publication of local maritime history 
Members have carried extensive research into local history, and published their 
findings in Local magazines, Maritime Wales [published by the Gwynedd Archives 
Service]: Horizon, [published by the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich], & 
books such as The Secret Waterway (now out of print) the sequel of which has been 
recently published by the society entitled Pembrokeshire’s Hidden Haven and is 
currently for sale in local bookshops. 
David James has independently published Down the Slipway, Ships of 
Pembrokeshire’s Secret Waterway, also a brief history of Nash Church and Manor.  
 His latest  book on Pembrokeshire’s Viking and Mediaeval shipping, entitled “Of 
Monks and Seawolves” will be offered for sale in July 2011 
Anther member, Peter Williams, has published several books on lighthouses generally 
and Lights in Lighthouses in particular. 
Tony Galvin has written Sea of Change , an in depth study of the rise and fall of the  
Tenby Luggers. 
In 2009, David James was invited to submit an article to the French maritime 
magazine Chasse Maree by its Editor. 

2a Ship models 
David James (Society Secretary) is a prolific model shipwright whose models may be 
seen in many of the Museums in Pembrokeshire.  He has exhibited models by 
invitation in Greenwich National Maritime Museum.  
   In November 2010 he was approached by a representative of the Newport Ship        
( Gwent) project with an enquiry regarding the possibility  of constructing a scale 
model of the ship for display and promotion purposes. Research is in progress and , 
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following consultations with the Archaeologists on site to confirm the findings then it 
is proposed to build a model of the ship and also  publish the results of the research.    
 
 

3 Promotion of Society aims 
(a)The society gives talks to other groups to raise interest in local maritime heritage . 
In the last two years alone David James has addressed organisations in North Wales 
and Newport, Gwent as well as several local venues  
(b) Organisation of maritime events locally , such as Sea Fair Haven and the Annual 
Pembroke River Rally ,involving all the other local maritime groups, such as the  
Maritime Volunteer Service, The Port Authority Water Ranger, The Atlantic 
Challenge Association, the Old Gaffers Association and the Tall Ships Trust. 
(c) David James has appeared on National TV on several occasions [three times on 
Fishlock’s Sea Stories alone]. 
(d) Sea Fair Haven, a week long event promoted by the Milford Haven Authority, has 
been held in 2006, 2008 and 2010. Every year the society has played a major role, 
particularly in the difficult Pembroke River area. In 2010 the society took command, 
(David James acting as pilot) of a 53 sail and oar flotilla, and with six escort boats 
took them safely into and out of Pembroke. A day or so later the society, with David 
James again acting as pilot, took a 23 strong fleet of old gaffers up the same river. For 
the rest of the week, two society boats acted as escort, safety and tenders whenever 
and where ever needed. 
After the event a small ceremony was held to recognise the contribution made by 
those involved in the organisation and day to day running of the event.  
The society was officially recognised for its contribution, and David James was 
presented by the Milford Haven Port Authority Project Co-ordinator ,John Arcus, 
with a small plaque for his preparation and presentation of sailing directions before 
hand, and the professionalism and team work of the society as well as pilotage during 
the week.   
 Five other plaques were presented to other organisations for their team work during 
the event 
(e) In June 2011Hubberston Church of England primary School asked if members of 
the society could meet the pupils and tell them about the fishing industry of Milford 
Haven town .  Chairman David Reed and Secretary David James ( both of whom have 
CRB clearance ) met the children and their teachers and promoted a lively discussion 
which the pupils all seemed to enjoy . 
( f ) David James , during the Pembroke Dock midsummer festival, leads a walk and 
talk along Pembroke Dock’s historic waterfront . 
In July 2011 the Steam Boat association have asked the society to pilot two of their 
launches up the Pembroke River  
(g) David James is to be presented with  a certificate of appreciation in recognition of 
the work he , supported by the society , has done in promoting Pembroke’s maritime 
heritage .  

3a Prominent Society members 
Mr Jamie Owen, Broadcaster, sailor and author 

 
                  4 Links with National Maritime Museum, [Falmouth and Greenwich] 

the Museums and Galleries of Wales, 
The Society regularly and frequently corresponds with these organisations on various 
maritime matters. [See also 2a above] 
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The Captain George Hogg Curator of the National Maritime Museum, Falmouth is 
interested in and actively supporting the Tenby Lugger Project. 
Some years ago HM replica barque Endeavour , when visiting  Milford Haven , 
requested local personnel to act as guides to show members of the public around  the 
ship.  Several society members fulfilled this role .  

5 Associated Groups  
Coble & Keelboat Society, Hull; Old Gaffers Association; South West History 
Society; the Royal Naval Liaison Officer Pembroke Dock, Morol (the Institute of 
Welsh Maritime History) 
 

5a Archaeology 
  The Society also has established links with Cambria Archaeology, the Royal 
Commission for Ancient Historic Monuments of Wales and Archaeologists from the 
Pembroke Coast National Park Authority as well as Dorset County Council’s 
Environment Team. 
 David James has carried out preliminary archaeological investigation work for Polly 
Groom, Archaeologist for Pembroke Coast National Park Authority. The data has also 
been passed to Deanna Groom , Maritime Heritage Officer of the RCAHMW. 
Cambria Archaeology has recently begun to consider investigation into particularly 
Welsh boats , David James has spoken to Polly Groom on this topic and is willing to 
progress the matter when Cambria Archaeology  are ready to proceed. 

6 Local Museums & Local Government Links 
 Tenby, Pembroke Dock, Milford Haven, & Haverfordwest, Museums; 
Pembroke, Neyland, Milford & Haverfordwest Town, Pembrokeshire County 
Councils, Herbrandston School, Torch Theatre, Princes Trust Activity Centre, East 
Llanion, PLANED 
 The Society organises walks and talks for Pembroke Dock’s Midsummer Festival. 
This is a land based event which focuses upon the rich maritime history of the town 
and its impact upon some of the worlds navies of the19th Century  
MITEC Pembrokeshire College 
 Work has begun on a replica of Sea Horse a Tenby Lugger by the college, at present 
all preliminary works have been completed and the moulds have been prepared and 
erected ready for the next stage of construction.  
This will be a replica of a typical Pembrokeshire boat providing employment and 
education 

7 Partnerships 
MHPA Celtic Maritime Connections New Ross 
Rising Tide Project. 
The Sunderland Trust  

8 Seats on committees of other organisations 
David James is a Founder Member of the Friends of the National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich and Founder Member of the Pembroke Dock Museum Trust. He is also a 
Founder member of MOROL (The Institute of Welsh Maritime History Studies) and 
of the Institute of Seamanship  
Other Society members are also members of the Atlantic Challenge Association, and 
the Milford Haven Harbour Users Association and the newly formed Heritage Afloat 
Wales organisation.. 

9 Communities served by the Society 2010 
Pembroke 21 C committee   
Llanion Communities First (Pembroke Dock)  
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Milford Haven Port Authority 
 

10 Current Projects 
The Tenby Lugger recently collected from the Museums and Galleries of Wales 
storage facility at Nantgarw is to be restored to sailing condition, at present 
Shipwrights are being interviewed and grant aid sources are being sought out. 
Undine, Societies first acquisition, is undergoing a major refit by society workers 
Quest Has recently had a new mast and rigging, again fabricated solely by society 
workers. 

11 International contacts 
Federal German Navy  

New Ross, Waterford and Wexford heritage groups 
Semaine du Golfe, Brittany  

12 Yard workers  
 A workforce of up to 20 unpaid volunteers turn up every Monday to work on 
restoration projects and maintenance of the seaworthy vessels used by the society to 
promote its existence afloat at maritime events. 

Behind the scenes 
 The unsung volunteers in the committee and sub committees are extremely active in 
pursuing the objectives they are appointed to. These include setting up and running 
the website , searching for a more suitable premises for our activities. Expanding our 
sphere of influence , searching for grant aid sources and stimulating co operation with 
other like minded organisations such as the Sunderland Trust and the Carew Cheriton 
Control Tower Group 
Three members attended the launch of the Heritage Afloat organisation in Cardiff 
Castle in November 2010 hoping to increase awareness of our society and the range 
of activities we carry out .   
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 General Picton, the Society’s 18foot Lightship lifeboat  
 Restored by society members to seaworthy condition, seen here enjoying the results of their 
efforts.  
 

 
Pembroke’s South Quay with a few of the boats taking part in the Annual Pembroke River Rally , 
organised and run by society members. 
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Three society members in Vannes, Brittany for the Semaine du Golfe festival 2009 
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The Tenby Lugger Florence 
Tenby Harbour circa 1933  

Dressed overall for a regatta and clearly showing the pilot’s badge on her side.  
 The Society has persuaded the Museums and Galleries of Wales to transfer 
ownership of the last surviving Lugger Margaret built 1897 to the Society for 
restoration to sailing condition. This will be a professional project involving a paid 
shipwright and having a  strong emphasis on education ( through school visits ), 
tourism (by having the work done in an area with a high tourist population) and 
exploring the social aspects of the people that sailed these vessels . Such as the 
shipwrights, timber and fish merchants, oyster sellers, rope and sail makers, 
livelihoods of the people who depended on these little boats. 
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In 2007 a delegation of society members attended the 800th anniversary of the 
founding of the town of New Ross, and attended ceremonies onboard the Dunbrody to 
mark the occasion.  
 

 
 
 
 
Members aboard the Sail Training Vessel Picton Castle, Milford Docks 2008 
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The Royal Yacht Victoria and Albert built Pembroke Dockyard   
Model restored by David James. 

Royal YachtRoyal Yacht
““ Victoria and AlbertVictoria and Albert ””

18431843
 

 
 

Bob clinker dinghy

   
As seen in the Societies Front street Yard 


