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From Your Editor i The nights are drawing in and boats are leaving the water,
for many the sailing season is over. The Seafair Haven festival achieved maturity
in this 3rd year of the event. For the first time | believe we equalled the level of
organisation and quality of experience that is provided by the French hosts at
Morbihan. This is to the credit of all the organisers and their support teams.

The Port Authority has managed to anger the entire leisure boat user community.
A very badly constructed survey was sent out to all leisure users without any

prior consultation with the body set up to liaise with the Port Authority, The

Harbour Users Association. The Port Authority plan to exploit the commercial
leisure and tourist potential of the haven. The problem is they plan to finance it by
levying charges on mooring and berth holders. | hope for the future of the Society
and other affected users that reason will prevail and the previous good relations
between leisure users and the Port Authority can be restored.

The fate of the clipper ship o0City of Adel ai g
Government. Adelaide in S Australia is the Governments preferred bidder . Joe.

View from the Bridge!

The 6reason dbéetred of heritage organi sa
and the dissemination of their stories, and this is what our members are about throughout
in the yard and workshop, avents near and far, and in research. If this is not enough, sonr
are constantly at meetings planning events, monitoring the restoration work, and inve
ways to secure a sound future for the Society.

The Monday workshop team continues tload term restoration of selected vessels and
routine maintenance on those afloat, with Seafair Haven having this year been a major ev
calendar. The Society provided practical assistance with its planning, and with the MVS
the largefleets of visiting traditional boats on expeditions throughout the week on the Haw
Society was particularly visible with the colfriest,the former lightship lifeboaGeneral Pictol
and members in their own boats, alaking part.

Inthedissermi at i on of our heritage, the Soci et
the Cadw exhibition commemorating the Battle of Britain at the Garrison Church, Pembrok
In conjunction with the Rising Tide Interreg Project, the Society supporstiddls at Fishgua
and Cardigan withGeneral Pictonon static display. Also with the support of Rising Tide,
Society had a presence at festivals at Holyhead and New Ross [Ireland]. By being par
events, the Society is proclaiming the impoctam o f t he nati onos r
audience, and the vital need to preserve what remains.

As for those meetings: our future is concentrating the mind becaupeesent home is destinec
become a marina, and the site cleared for its caon8bn. Vacant waterside sites are scarce
very expensive, while leasing or purchasing an inland base is also far from cheap. The c
is actively searching for a base that would be sustainable, inland or near the waterside, ar
to securat. If any you know of such a place, please let us know! Meanwhile, the Tenby Lu
now in our yard, and the sub committee is making progress in getting the restoratior
underway.

So as | menti oned i n t he lottadoitand we saecall thd held
can muster. If you have not already involved, | am waiting to hear from you!

R. David Reed, Chairman




Meeting 307

Dear Member,

Extraordinary General Meeting
19.00 hrs Wednesday 29 November 2010
Cedar Court ,Milford Haven .

Preamble

As you are aware, this society occupies the Front Street Boatyard , Pembroke Dock. One of the
conditions of our licence of occupation is that the landlord reserves the right to give us only one month’s
notice to vacate the premises. In spite of this major handicap, members have done sterling work on boat
restoration and other promotion works on behalf of the society in the yard.

In addition , our lack of security of tenure effectively prevents us from applying for grant aid and also from

developing the infrastructure we need to develop our image and improve conditions for the workers.

Agenda
1 Apologies for absence

2 Contingency plans need to be prepared in readiness for possible eviction from Front Street.
Location of an alternative site — do we stand alone ?
Do we try to acquire an undeveloped site or,
Do we try to acquire a site with a suitable building upon it?

3 Should we use our alliances with other heritage organisations to develop a centre and workshop
accommodating others ( e.g. The Sunderland Trust) and working alongside and in conjunction with them

4 Cost implications

David James
Hon Secretary
To find Cedar Court , Milford Haven.
Coming from Johnston , enter Milford and turn right at the Church into Hamilton Terrace . Drive along the
waterfront until you reach a roundabout, take second exit and in 50 yards turn left , Cedar Court is the
complex of offices in front of you.

PHOTOGRAPHBlembers are invited to send photos, old or new, of interest to the Society to
wwmhs@hotmail .co.uk It is planned to to set up a gallery of photos of Society events and interdsts

that members can add to direct with their own material. For further information contact Stuart Asmgn
or Email Stuart on the above address.




Seafair Haven 2010

July saw the start of the bi-annual event on the Cleddau River. The first day, Sat 3rd, was

a trip upriver to Pembroke. 6Questd was moor ec
pontoon off the activity centre at Llannion. With a crew of 7 we cast off, only for the engine

to stall the moment we cast off. Five minutes later we managed to re-start and as there

seemed to be some wind below the bridge, we hoisted the sail. We no sooner got it

hoisted and started to sheet in when it ripped at luff and leech even before it came under

load. We motored on with sail stowed and once clear of the bridge | increased speed to

catch up with the flotilla. Then the shall ow vV
and it took all my strength to stop the rudder forcing itself off. This had never happened
before and is still unexplained! The flotill a

be the lead vessel after the MVS pilot, we cruised around rather than anchor as | was
scared to stop the engine and it wouldn't idle without stalling. We set off and the flotilla
followed in line astern, the passage up river was safely accomplished. As we rounded the
final bend and the sluice came into view, | saw to my horror that the sluice was open but
the bridge still had people crossing over it!
at slow speed, she had one boats length, | couldn't drop the engine revs any lower or it

would stall and all the boats were now on our tail. Just in the nick of time the bridge

swung open and we berthed alongside. 06Quest o v
night but the forecast for the return trip on Sunday was poor, so with a ripped sail and a

dodgy engine we turned and left again for LIannion 30 minutes later accompanied by

060Gener al Pictond and &6Supporterd. Some of &6Que
join the events in the town. The stalls in the marquee were varied and seemed to be busy,

music on the quay enlivened the crowds and sunshine made for a pleasant day.

O0Questd remained tied up on Sunday and Monday.
with a full hoist of colourful flags to replace her ripped sail and a crew of 9 aboard.

6Gener al Pictond and &6Supporterd were cl ose by
The sail and oar fleet turned out in force behind us as we headed for Coedcanlas. We

rafted up on the specially laid trots just offshore whilst the beach-able boats ran up the

shore. The amassed boats totalled 163, a remarkable sight in the sunshine on a perfect

day. We landed and made our way up hill to a giant marquee set up in a field. A free lunch
was served of lamb goulash, pitta bread, bread roll ,followed by strawberries and ice

cream. Washed down with beer from the pay bar in the marquee. A band played and most
crews sat outside at tables or on the grass to enjoy the view, the ambience and the

sunshine. We had a pleasant trip back weaving in and out of the dozens of boats tacking

their way back down river, it reminded me of my weekends sailing in the Solent working

my way through hundreds of yachts racing a
fitted with a borrowed sail from O0Activi st
the pub in the rain. He reported that though undersized, the borrowed sail performed
satisfactorily but his crew enjoyed their sail in the drizzle back to Llannion. Thursday was

a trip to Angle and brought further problems with light winds and an erratic engine. We

were very close to an unoccupied LNG berth with no wind and no engine and had to

resort to oars to keep clear of the piles. We managed to hand start the engine and

continued to Angle where we picked up a mooring off the lifeboat house and a rib put us
ashore. Chowder or Caul washed down by good al
There was a good turn out of sail and oar fleet boats off the pub creating again a nice

atmosphere amongst the crews in the sunshine. Due to her size and lack of
manoeuvrability plus a dodgy engine 6Questd
Quay on Friday. Members travelled in 6Suppor
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poles had been driven to enable the sail and oar flotilla to wend their way up the twisty
channel. It was a beautiful sight every bend and reach revealed sailing boats strung out
with sails of all hues and the clear favourite was tan. Some boats showed their pedigree

by making full use of a steady wind to | ead tfF
whal eboat and OPrivateerd the goat island skif
and our own O0Gener al Pictond ably sailed by Pe

The quay and foreshore had not an inch to spare as boats rafted up and packed in

wherever they could. The hog roast and food stalls were doing a roaring trade and the

pub enjoyed long queues as the musicians added to the brouhaha of the large crowds. A

very enjoyable visit was short as the tide waits for no man and the fleet departed. A few
managed to temporarily ground as the channel shrunk with the ebbing tide. The last day
was the Parade of Sail involving all the <c
enable her to safely participate along wit
vessels mustered at the Cleddau bridge. The larger sail training vessels and Old gaffers

soon left the smaller craft behind as they headed for Milford. Most of the sail and oar fleet

met the bigger boats on their return upriver and a tightly packed fleet of big and small

ended together back at the bridge to end the 2010 festival on the water.

The society was very well represented at this very enjoyable week. As our vessels were

all in the sail and oar fleet we of course did not see the
events organised by the host ports for the other fleets,
but we are told that all the crews reported that the event
was excellent and they looked forward to 2012. Joe.
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John Evans of the

Sunderland Trust
receives

the certificate of

1 Corporate Membershi:

of the Society

at Hobbs Point




